THE CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



1 . A beverage dispensing device for extracting a substance for preparing 
a beverage, comprising: 

first and second support members pivotally connected together at a support 
pivot axis and comprising an open position for receiving the substance between the support 
members and a closed position in which the support members cooperatively define an 
extraction cavity therebetween; 

a liquid intake associated with the extraction cavity for feeding a liquid into 
the cavity for mixing with the substance to form a beverage mixture; 

a fluid exit associated with the extraction cavity for extracting the mixture; 

and 

a linkage operatively associated with the support members for moving the 
members relative to each other between the open and closed positions, the linkage 
comprising: 

an operation lever pivotally connected to the second support member 
at a lever pivot axis, and 

a traction arm pivotally connected to the first support member at a 
traction pivot axis, the traction arm being connected to the operation lever at a connection 
pivot axis for controlling opening and closing movement of the support members between 
the open and closed positions upon movement of the operation lever; 

wherein the lever is disposed on the same side of the support pivot as the 
extraction cavity such that both are accessible to a user from the same side. 

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the extraction cavity is configured for 
receiving a package containing the substance and for opening the package for introducing 
the liquid and extracting the mixture therefrom. 

3. The device of claim 1 , wherein the linkage is configured and the 
pivot axes disposed such that the traction, lever, and connection pivots axes are aligned with 
each other at an aligned position during the opening and closing movement. 



247557.1 



-9- 



4. The device of claim 3, wherein with the support members in the 
closed position, the connection pivot axis is disposed further from the support pivot axis 
than a plane defined between the traction and lever pivot axes. 

5. The device of claim 1, wherein the lever comprises a handle disposed 
at an angle about the lever pivot axis from the connection pivot axis. 

6. The device of claim 1, wherein the connection pivot axis is movable 
towards and away from the support pivot axis. 

7. The device of claim 1 , wherein: 

the support members have a front oriented in a direction extending from the 
support pivot axis toward the extraction cavity, and a rear oriented in an opposite direction 
from the front; and 

the operation lever comprises a handle configured for operation and 
manipulation by a user for opening and closing the support members, the handle being 
disposed in front of the extraction cavity with the support members in the closed position. 

8. The device of claim 7, wherein the handle is disposed above the 
extraction cavity in with the support members in the open position. 

9. The device of claim 8, wherein the linkage is configured such that the 
handle rotates around the extraction cavity during movement of the support members 
between the open and closed positions. 

10. The device of claim 7, wherein the handle is disposed in a plane 
extending between the extraction cavity and the support pivot with the support members in 
the open position. 

1 1 . The device of claim 7, wherein the extraction cavity has a center, and 
the traction and lever pivot axes are disposed behind the center of the extraction cavity. 
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12. The device of claim 1 , wherein at least one of the support members 

comprises: 

a linkage portion that is connected to the linkage, 

a cavity portion defining part of the cavity in the closed position, and 

a spherical joint rotationally connecting the cavity portion to the linkage 

portion for enabling the cavity portion to rotate for receiving the substance and aligning 

against the other of the support members in the closed position. 

1 3 . The device of claim 1 , wherein one of the support members is fixed 
against rotation. 

14. The device of claim 1 , wherein the fluid exit is disposed for 
extracting the mixture from below the extraction cavity. 

1 5 . The device of claim 1 , further comprising a heater upstream of the 
liquid intake and configured for heating the liquid, wherein the liquid comprises water. 

1 6. The device of claim 1 , wherein: 

the lever comprises first and second levers pivotably connected to the second 
support portion at the lever pivot axis; and 

the traction arm comprises first and second traction arms pivotally connected 
to the first support member at a traction pivot axis and to the first and second levers, 
respectively, at the traction pivot axis. 

17. The device of claim 1, wherein the device is configured for making 
individual cups of coffee. 

1 8 . The device of claim 1 , wherein: 

the extraction cavity is configured for receiving a capsule containing the 

substance; 

the liquid intake is configured for injecting the liquid into the capsule in the 
extraction cavity; and 
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the fluid exit is configured for opening the capsule for extracting the 
beverage mixture. 



19. A beverage dispensing device for extracting a substance for preparing 
a beverage, comprising: 

first and second members movably associated with each other for moving 
between a open and closed positions; 

a cavity portion cooperating with the first support member to define an 
extraction cavity therebetween with the support members in the closed position, the cavity 
being configured for receiving the substance with the support members in the open position; 

a spherical joint rotationally connecting the cavity portion to second support 
member for enabling the cavity portion to rotate for receiving the substance and aligning 
against the other of the support members in the closed position; 

a liquid intake associated with the extraction cavity for feeding a liquid into 
the cavity for mixing with the substance to form a beverage mixture; and 

a fluid exit associated with the extraction cavity for extracting the mixture. 

20. The device of claim 1 9, wherein: 

the extraction cavity is configured for receiving a capsule containing the 

substance; 

the liquid intake is configured for injecting the liquid into the capsule in the 
extraction cavity; and 

the fluid exit is configured for opening the capsule for extracting the 
beverage mixture. 
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